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BACKGROUND/OBJECTIVES

African American (AA) patients with colorectal cancer had
a lower survival rate than White Caucasian patients re-
gardless of the stage. We aim in this study to compare our
data of colorectal cancer survival of AA patients during
1963-1986 and compare it to recently published data on a
similar group of patients.

METHODS

This is a retrospective analysis of patients with colorectal
cancer. Data collected and analyzed were age, sex, race,
insurance carriers, stage of the cancer at presentation to
treatment, treatment provided, and survival rate at 5 and
10 years. These results are compared with recent available
and published data with similar groups of African American
patients with colorectal cancer.

RESULTS

There was a total of 803 patients. Of those, 754 (94%) pa-
tients were AA with the mean age of the group 68 years.
Females made-up 56% and males made-up 44%. Of the 635
patients the five-year survival rate was 19%. Compared to
published data, the five-year survival rate from colon can-
cer increased slightly among AA diagnosed in early 2000
but has not reached the level of that of WC (male and
female AA= 22.7 and 14.8/100,000 vs male and female
WC=15.8 and 11.3/100,000, p<0.001).

CONCLUSION

These findings suggest that disparities in survival between
AA patients with colorectal cancer remain high compared
to White Caucasians, despite the efforts to close the differ-
ences by increased screening and improved accessibility to
healthcare services. Therefore, we should maximize the ex-
isting effort and develop different strategies to reduce the
existing differences.
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