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INTRODUCTION

Cutaneous leishmaniasis is typically associated with travel
to endemic regions and may be overlooked in patients with-
out conventional exposure history. In the United States,
this can delay diagnosis when lesions mimic more common
conditions such as cellulitis.

CASE PRESENTATION

A 36-year-old man in Michigan presented with a progres-
sive right lower extremity lesion that worsened despite
multiple courses of empiric antibiotics prescribed for pre-
sumed cellulitis. He reported that the lesion began after an
insect bite sustained immediately after opening a package
of organic plants shipped from Florida to Michigan. He later
clarified that he had not traveled to Florida and that the
suspected exposure occurred locally in Michigan. The le-
sion enlarged over several months with worsening discol-
oration and pruritus, without purulent drainage or signifi-
cant systemic symptoms.

METHODS

Clinical history, exposure history, emergency department
documentation, laboratory and imaging findings, dermato-
logic evaluation, and skin biopsy results were reviewed.

RESULTS

Laboratory evaluation, including CBC, BMP, ESR, and CRP,
was not suggestive of severe systemic bacterial infection.
Imaging of the right tibia and fibula showed no fracture,
radiopaque foreign body, or soft tissue gas. The patient
was admitted for intravenous antibiotics because of lesion
progression and failure of prior outpatient treatment, al-
though suspicion for systemic sepsis remained low. He was
discharged with outpatient dermatology follow-up. Subse-
quent skin biopsy demonstrated organisms morphologi-
cally consistent with Leishmania amastigotes, confirming
cutaneous leishmaniasis. He was treated with cutaneous
cryotherapy and amphotericin B, with gradual improve-
ment over 6 to 7 months.

CONCLUSION

This case highlights the importance of reconsidering the di-
agnosis in chronic or progressive cellulitis-like lesions that
fail repeated antibiotic therapy. Early biopsy and broader
infectious evaluation should be pursued, even in patients
without travel history, as unusual exposure histories may
provide critical diagnostic clues.
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